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1. Welcome Letter

“Today is your opportunity to build the tomorrow you want” -Ken Poirot.

Honorable delegates,

The Model United Nations has been a scenario to develop different skills in our lives, such

as critical thinking, bringing up solutions, and exercising leadership. They have also allowed

us to gain experience, and make friends. These are skills that are indeed important for the

good development of our lives.

All those things mentioned before are what we, Isabella Bedoya Palacio and Jeronimo

Calle Serna, the presidents of the San Francisco Conference in the twelfth version of

CCBMUN, are looking for you to obtain during this experience. We believe this is an

extremely challenging activity because we are in a committee where you, as delegates

working in 1945, can change the current outlook of international relations, depending on

what you decide to write and create in the next three days.

We hope that during your participation in this committee you take advantage of all your

writing skills while exploring all your creativity; it is only you who set the limits.

If you have any questions or have any inquiries about the commission, please feel welcome

to contact us. We will be at your disposal in order to ensure that the San Francisco

Conference of CCBMUN XII will be an experience that will last in your memory for years to

come.

Finally, we encourage you to look at CCBMUN as an opportunity, much more than a

school event, and as an experience to plan the way you want to change the present and

differentiate it from our past. Allow yourselves to do more than just watch.

Isabella Bedoya Palacio Jeronimo Calle Serna

Chair of San Francisco Conference
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2. Introduction of the Committee

The San Francisco Conference, also known as the United Nations Conference on

International Organization (UNCIO), was an international meeting that occured between

April 25 and June 26, 1945. This conference established the basic principles of a worldwide

organization (the United Nations), that would embrace the political objectives of the Allies

that had been proposed at previous conferences and declarations (Britannica, 2022).

Originally, 46 nations were invited to the UNCIO, which had a common factor: all of them

had declared war on Germany and Japan during the Second World War. Later, other four

delegations were added to the group, because the members of the Conference as a whole

decided to invite them (the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, the Ukrainian Soviet

Socialist Republic, Denmark, and Argentina). Poland couldn't send a representative since the

makeup of its new government was not made public until after the conference had already

started, but there was still room for it to sign as an original member of the UN. In total, fifty

delegations, representing 80% of the total population, gathered in San Francisco, US, to

create the international organization.

The UN Charter, which was the official document that the nations drafted in the

Conference, has the purpose of establishing the main regulations regarding the international

principles of peace and security, the friendly relations between nations, and the

self-determination of peoples. Any nation must fulfill the articles and statements mentioned

on the charter since they agreed on executing them.

The San Francisco Conference was composed of four committees (Steering Committee,

Executive Committee, Coordination Committee, Credentials Committee) and four

commissions, each one of them was in charge of the development of specific matters so the

drafting of the charter would be more efficient and agile.1

Due to the fact that the Charter is an international treaty, the signatory governments had to

ratify it before the United Nations could be officially established. The United Nations Charter

will enter into force once the governments of China, France, Great Britain, the United States,

and the majority of the other signatory states have ratified it and deposited notification to that

1 To read more go to: https://www.un.org/en/about-us/history-of-the-un/san-francisco-conference
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effect with the United States State Department, as stated in article 110 of the UN Charter,

which deals with the entry into force criteria. The UN Charter was adopted on October 24,

1945, when this need was satisfied, and as a result, the United Nations was formally founded.

3. Historical background

3.1. Previous organizations

3.1.1. International Conferences of American States/ Pan-American Union

The American States decided to have regular meetings and create a common set of

rules and institutions in 1889. There were conferences and meetings that attempted to

establish the system, but the International Union of American States was not established until

after the First International Conference of American States, which took place in Washington,

D.C., between October 1889 and April 1890.

Eighteen American States2 took part in that Conference, where it was agreed to

constitute the "International Union of American Republics for the prompt collection and

distribution of commercial information," with its headquarters in Washington. Later, in 1910

it became the Pan-American Union and, eventually, in 1948 as its functions expanded, it

became the Organization of American States.

Regarding “legal matters, the Conference recommended adopting provisions to

govern extradition; it declared that conquest does not create rights; and it produced guidelines

for the drafting of a treaty on arbitration that could avoid recourse to war as a means to

resolve controversies among American nations. This Conference laid the foundations of what

would later become the inter-American system: commercial concerns directed toward

achieving greater integration; legal concerns with strengthening state and private sector ties in

a peaceful environment of regional cooperation and security; and the establishment of

specialized institutions in different spheres.” (OAS :: Our History, n.d.)

3.1.2. Concert of Europe

Between the overthrow of Napoleon Bonaparte and the start of World War I, the Great

Powers came to an agreement known as the Concert of Europe to keep the balance of power,

political borders, and areas of influence in Europe. It was founded by the UK, Austria,

Russia, and Prussia.

2 The Eighteen American States that participated were: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica,
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, Venezuela,
and the United States.
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It was a series of international meetings that lasted between 1814 and 1914, starting with

the Congress of Vienna, where European politics was characterized by the promotion of

peace through this concert. “...And in time assumed an official status of the type of the

League of Nations which, while not in itself an entity, was an informal organization of the

nations of Europe”. (Concert of Europe, n.d.)

3.1.3. League of Nations

The League of Nations was an international organization for cooperation established on

January 10, 1920, as an initiative of the victorious Allied powers3 at the end of World War I.

“The League's goals included disarmament, preventing war through collective security,

settling disputes between countries through negotiation diplomacy and improving global

welfare” (Nansen, n.d.). It was created by the Covenant of the League of Nations4, which was

agreed upon at the Paris Peace Conference, and published on February 14th, 1919. In this text

it is stipulated:

“The High Contracting Parties,

In order to promote international co-operation and to achieve international peace and

security

a. by the acceptance of obligations not to resort to war,

b. by the prescription of open, just, and honorable relations between nations,

c. by the firm establishment of the understanding of international law as the actual rule

of conduct among Governments, and

d. by the maintenance of justice and scrupulous respect for all treaty obligations in the

dealings of organized peoples with one another,

Agree to this Covenant of the League of Nations.” (The Covenant of the League of

Nations, n.d.)

The League of Nations was composed of 3 main organs, and other bodies, which are:

● Secretariat: was in charge of creating the agenda for the Council and Assembly,

publishing the notes of the sessions, and other regular tasks, serving as the League's

civil service.

● Council: possessed the power to handle any issue endangering the peace of the globe.

The Council began with four permanent members (the United Kingdom, France, Italy,

4 Read full text in: https://avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/leagcov.asp
3 Allied Powers in WWI: UK, France and USSR.
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and Japan)5 and four non-permanent members, which were elected by the Assembly

for a three-year period. “The first four non-permanent members were Belgium, Brazil,

Greece, and Spain”. (Nansen, n.d.)

The initial composition of the Council was subsequently changed several times. The

number of non-permanent members was first increased to six in 1922, and then to

nine in 1926. “Germany also joined the League and became a fifth permanent member

of the Council on the latter date, taking the Council to a total of fifteen members”

(Nansen, n.d.). When Germany and Japan later both left the League, their places were

taken by new, non-permanent, members.

● Assembly: In the League Assembly, each member was represented and had one vote.

Representatives from every member state weren't constantly present in the Geneva

headquarters. The Assembly held its sessions once a year in September. It was

established by article 3 of the Covenant that “the Assembly may deal at its meetings

with any matter within the sphere of action of the League or affecting the peace of the

world.”

● Other bodies: “The League oversaw the Permanent Court of International Justice6 and

several other agencies and commissions created to deal with pressing international

problems. These were the Disarmament Commission, the Health Organization, the

International Labour Organization, the Mandates Commission, the Permanent Central

Opium Board, the Commission for Refugees, and the Slavery Commission” (Nansen,

n.d.). Despite the League's reputation as a failure, certain of its agencies and

commissions succeeded in carrying out their assigned duties. After the Second World

War, a number of these institutions were moved to the United Nations. In addition to

the International Labour Organization, the Health Organization was reorganized to

become the World Health Organization, and the Permanent Court of International

Justice was transformed into the International Court of Justice, a UN agency.

“The League of Nations had 42 founding members with the notable exception of the

United States of America, 16 of them left or withdrew from the international organization”

(Nansen, n.d.). They can be identified in the image below:

6To read more, go to point 7.9.

5 The United States was meant to be the fifth permanent member, but the US Senate was dominated by the
Republican Party after the 1918 election and voted on March 19, 1920, against the ratification of the Covenant.
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Taken from: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c0/League_of_Nations_Anachronous_Map.PNG

Even though the League of Nations did work for several years, it had some efficacy issues

such as the limited capacity to decide matters, —it was necessary that the agreements be

reached unanimously—, the lack of efficient means to enforce the adopted resolutions, and

the lack of involvement of the powers that integrated it. The creation of an international

organization that was better than the League of Nations on those matters was required, so

violent conflicts between nations wouldn’t be seen after its creation. That is why the

specification of the requirements a nation has to follow to be part of the organization is

essential to its efficiency.

3.2. Conferences and declarations for the creation of an international

organization

3.2.1. Declaration of the Saint James Palace 1941

It was a meeting that took place in Saint James Palace, London, UK, on June 12th, 1941,

between the representatives of the United Kingdom, Australia, Canada, New Zealand, and

South Africa, and exile governments in the UK, such as Czechoslovakia, Greece,

Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Yugoslavia and of General de Gaulle of

France. The Declaration of the Saint James Palace, which reaffirmed the Allies' commitment

to waging war against the Axis Powers, was a result of this conference. Also, they established

principles to serve as the basis of a future peace, which consisted of the Allies not entering

into a separate peace —stating that there could be no peace until the threat of Axis

domination was passed—and embracing the principle of peace based on the willing

cooperation of free peoples in which all may enjoy economic and social security.
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3.2.2. The Atlantic Charter 19417

“The Atlantic Charter was a joint declaration that set out a vision for the postwar world”

(HISTORY, 2020), proclaimed on August 14th, 1941. It was the result of the discussion

previous to the entrance of the US into WWII, between the President of the United States,

Franklin Delano Roosevelt, and the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, Sir Winston

Leonard Spencer Churchill. The Allied objectives for the post-war world were outlined in this

statement, which included national self-determination and interstate collaboration on issues

of the economy and social order. The leaders through-the-Charter stipulated 8 clauses:

a. The United States and the United Kingdom were not to aim for territory gains.

b. No territorial changes should take place without the free assent of the people

concerned.

c. The respect of every people’s right to choose their own form of government, and the

restoration of sovereign rights and self-government to those who are forcibly deprived

of them (Right of self-determination).

d. The promotion of equal access for all States to trade and to get raw materials.

e. The promotion of worldwide collaboration so as to improve labor standards,

economic progress, and social security.

f. The seek for peace under which all nations could live safely within their boundaries,

without fear or want.

g. The freedom of the seas.

h. The need to disarm potential aggressors and maintain overall security by abstaining

from using force.

3.2.3. Declaration by United Nations 19428

The Declaration by the United Nations was the main treaty that formalized the Allies of

World War II and was originally signed by 26 countries9 on January 1st, 1942. Later, more

countries ratified this document; in total, 47 nations recognized this Declaration between

1942 and 1945. This declaration was the way in which other nations ratified their support of

the Atlantic Charter, and they stated:

9 The United States, the United Kingdom, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, China, Australia, Belgium,
Canada, Costa Rica, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti,
Honduras, India, Luxembourg, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Panama, Poland, South Africa,
and Yugoslavia.

8 To read more in detail, go to: https://avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/decade03.asp
7 To read more in detail, go to: https://avalon.law.yale.edu/wwii/atlantic.asp
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a. “Each Government pledges itself to employ its full resources, military or economic,

against those members of the Tripartite Pact, and its adherents with which such

government is at war.

b. Each Government pledges itself to cooperate with the Government's signatory hereto

and not to make a separate armistice or peace with the enemies.”

The signatory countries of the Declaration by the United Nations were convinced that

complete victory over their enemies is essential to defend life, liberty, independence, and

religious freedom. Also, “to preserve human rights and justice in their own lands as well as in

other lands. They are now engaged in a common struggle against savage and brutal forces

seeking to subjugate the world” (A Decade of American Foreign Policy 1941-1949 -

Declaration by the United Nations, January 1, 1942, n.d.).

3.2.4. Moscow Declaration 194310

The Moscow Declaration, also known as the four-power Declaration, is a result of a

meeting between the ambassadors of China, the United States, and the United Kingdom in

Moscow, USSR, with the participation of a representative of the host country. It was

published on October the 30th; it stated different points regarding the war, but also formally

expressed the need of creating an international organization, through paragraphs 4 and 5 of

the document, which say:

a. “4. That they recognize the necessity of establishing at the earliest practicable date a

general international organization, based on the principle of the sovereign equality of

all peace-loving states, and open to membership by all such states, large and small, for

the maintenance of international peace and security.

b. 5. That for the purpose of maintaining international peace and security pending the

re-establishment of law and order and the inauguration of a system of general security

they will consult with one another and as occasion requires with other members of the

United Nations, with a view to joint action on behalf of the community of nations.”

3.2.5. Tehran Declaration 1943

On December 1st, 1943, two months after the four-power Declaration, US President,

Franklin Delano Roosevelt, General Secretary of the Communist Party of the USSR, Joseph

Vissarionovich Stalin, and Sir Winston Churchill, the Prime Minister of the UK, met for the

10 To read more in detail, go to: https://avalon.law.yale.edu/wwii/moscow.asp
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first time at Tehran, the capital city of Iran. They declared that they had worked out concerted

plans for the final victory against Germany and Japan, and reaffirmed what was stipulated in

Moscow. Also, “Roosevelt outlined for Stalin his vision of the proposed organization, in

which the future United Nations would be regulated by “four policemen”” (Greenberg, 2020,

44) ( the winners of WWII: the US, the UK, China, and the USSR), who “would have the

power to deal immediately with any threat to the peace and any sudden emergency which

requires action.”

3.2.6. Dumbarton Oaks Conference 1944

From August 21st to October 7th, 1944, the Dumbarton Oaks Conference took place at the

estate in Washington, D.C. It was a practical conference between the representatives of the

four powers, who proposed to the rest of the governments' members of the United Nations

Declaration an option to create an international organization that would succeed the League

of Nations. In these proposals, which are known as the Dumbarton Oaks Proposals11, they set

the arrangement, functions, responsibilities, voting system, and armed forces at the service of

peace that the new organization should have.

The plans did not offer a comprehensive design for the new organization. They failed to

offer a consensus solution on issues as important as the plan for the Security Council's voting

procedure, and the criteria for the Soviet Union's constituent republics' membership.

3.2.7. Yalta Conference 1945

From February 4 to February 11, 1945, the three top Allied leaders, Roosevelt, Churchill,

and Stalin, convened at Yalta, in the Crimea, to plan the ultimate overthrow and occupation

of Nazi Germany. This conference is also referred to as the Crimea Conference. During the

conference, plenty of matters of the international community were discussed, and some of

them were:

a. Stalin consented to France having a fourth occupation zone in Germany, but only if it

was created from the American and British zones.

b. Poland's status was discussed. It was decided to recognize the communist Provisional

Government of the Republic of Poland, which the Soviet Union had put in place on a

more democratic foundation.

11Read full text: https://www.dipublico.org/doc/instrumentos/163.html
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c. “Stalin requested that all of the 16 Soviet Socialist Republics would be granted UN

membership. That was taken into consideration, but 14 republics were denied” (The

Yalta Conference | History of Western Civilization II, n.d.).

d. The voting protocol inside the Security Council was established.

During this conference, the United Nations Charter was drafted, but not the official one.

As a result of the Crimea Conference, the San Francisco Conference was scheduled for April

25th, 1945, where the draft of the United Nations would be written up with all the matters

already explained.

4. Nations interests12

4.1. Australia

Australia actively participated in the Pacific War of World War II as a strategic partner of

the Allies, because of its crucial geographic location. After entering the war in June 1940, the

Royal Australian Navy took part in military operations against Italy and Japan. The country

faced the very real prospect of the Japanese invasion during World War II. Due to British

Prime Minister Churchill's declaration that, if needed, he would use English troops and

equipment to defend England itself instead of helping to safeguard Australia against the

Japanese in the Pacific, the War radically changed Australia's relationship with Britain. John

Curtin, the prime minister of Australia, then appealed to America for assistance.

Furthermore, World War II led to significant adjustments in the country's economy,

military, and foreign policy. The War boosted industrialization, which resulted in a larger

military investment during peacetime, and it started Australia's process of redirecting its

foreign policy away from Britain and towards the United States. The aftermath of the War

also fostered the emergence of a more multicultural and diversified Australian society.

Moreover, the Australian Government urges that the Charter of the new organization must

recognize that the main purpose of the administration of dependent or undeveloped territories

is the welfare and advancement of the peoples of those territories.

4.2. Kingdom of Belgium

Belgium and its colonies entered the War, despite being neutral, at the beginning of the

conflict when Germany attacked their nation. The only choice left to the Belgian forces was

to surrender to the Germans, who then launched an occupation that would last until 1944. The

12 All the nations included in this section will be present in the SFC of CCBMUN XII.
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Belgian forces were pushed back into a narrow pocket in the northwest of the country. Many

Belgians were able to go to the UK as a result of this, where they established an

ally-supporting administration and army. Between late 1944 and early 1945, the Allies freed

the vast majority of the nation. A total of 88,000 Belgians perished in the war, which equates

to 1.05 percent of the pre-war population of the nation, and 8% of the GDP of Belgium was

destroyed. Following this event, Belgium decided to integrate its military, political, and

economic systems rather than maintaining a neutral stance in world politics.

4.3. Brazil

Brazil was significantly impacted by World War II. The efforts made during the conflict

strengthened the country's port infrastructure, gave it new contemporary airfields, and

overhauled railroads. Additionally, it boosted manufacturing, agriculture, and mining, and

created a booming steel complex. Because this South American nation was home to the

largest US air base outside of its own borders, its army, air force, and navy, had access to the

most up-to-date weapons and training. “Its foreign stature had reached new heights and its

leaders foresaw an ever greater role in world politics. The war era laid the foundations upon

which Brazil's remarkable development in the next half-century took place” (McCann, 2020).

Brazil is known as the “The Forgotten Ally” because it was never acknowledged for its

actions during the war.

4.4. Republic of China

Some historians say that WWII did not start in Poland or in Pearl Harbor; instead, it started

on July 7, 1937, in China. On that day, Japanese and Chinese troops engaged in combat

outside of Beijing. Within a few days, the local battle had grown into a full, though unofficial,

war between China and Japan. Due to the trauma of World War II, China's Nationalist

government fell short afterward, and a radical communist government eventually took control

of the mainland in 1949. Generally speaking, the end of imperialism on the continent was one

of World War II's greatest legacies in Asia.

The War left an incredible scale of devastation. “According to Mitter, historians have

calculated that the war forced 100 million Chinese, approximately one-sixth of the country’s

population, to become refugees in their own country” (Klein, 2022). China suffered around

20 million casualties during World War II. In addition, inflation and currency confusion were

sufficient to harm trade and manufacturing. Even worse, China's transportation infrastructure

was in bad conditions. The Japanese had taken over every ship they could get their hands on
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as they fled in the summer of 1945, severely restricting water travel. The railroad network

suffered severe damage. As the War came to an end, Allied bombing had devastated bridges

and railroad tracks, and locomotives and other transportation equipments had vanished, the

majority of them going to the USSR.

The Chinese delegation suggested establishing a new trusteeship system at the San

Francisco Conference, so that commended territories may progress toward independence and

autonomy.

4.5. Republic of Colombia

Even though it was geographically distant from the main battlefields of war, the Republic

of Colombia developed an important role in World War II because of its strategic location

near the Panama Canal, and its access to the most important oceans (the Atlantic and Pacific).

Due to rising US influence, this nation made significant changes to its military and

population, but its sovereignty was unaffected during the conflict. Colombia ended

diplomatic relations with the Axis powers in December 194113, and finally entered the war on

the Allies' side on November 26, 1943, after a series of German U-boat14 attacks on

Colombian ships. Despite the statement issued at that time, Colombia chose not to enter the

conflict militarily, but its navy was active in thwarting U-boat operations in the Caribbean

Sea. Colombia was economically cut off from markets in Europe and Asia, making the US its

main export destination. Additionally, Colombia's imports were also seriously affected, with

the United States serving as the sole supplier of several items. Finally, this country

participated in the US-backed policy of monitoring and expelling citizens from the Axis

countries.

4.6. Provisional Government of the French Republic

France joined Great Britain in declaring war on Germany in 1940, only months after

Germany invaded Poland to begin WWII. The French soldiers were poorly equipped and

dispersed when Germany invaded France that year, and they made not-so-strong efforts to

protect the French mainland. For instance, Germany had complete authority over Paris by

June 1940, allowing Hitler to comfortably visit the city. By 1942, Germany had full control of

14 German U-boat: According to Britannica, “ abbreviation of Unterseeboot, (“undersea boat”), a German
submarine.”

13 Incidents of December 1941: Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor.
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all of France, and what remained of the French forces in North Africa operated in conjunction

with British and American forces there.

After the war, France was devastated in all aspects. France emerges from the war

economically weak, due to the fact that Germany takes over half of France's public sector

revenue. Its infrastructure was ruined, with around 50,000 factories damaged, 432,000 houses

were totally destroyed, and some other 860,000 were partially destroyed; the French that had

survived the German occupation had little to eat, and often limited financial resources.

At the San Francisco Conference, the French delegation showed up full of complaints

about proposals which did not involve meaningful participation from them. “French efforts to

mobilize opposition among other small states at San Francisco presented a serious headache

for the American delegation (...) France protested the injustice of great power hegemony

over small states and simultaneously insisted that it could not tolerate the interference with its

colonial possessions” (Rabkin, 2004).

4.7. The Kingdom of Greece

In 1940, Italy invaded Greece from Albania, but this military action was unsuccessful, and

the Greek Army was able to temporarily halt the invasion. In response, the Nazis intervened,

and they invaded Greece in April, 1941. During the war, the Greek government fled the

country and tried to run Greece from Egypt, with the support of the British Government.

Meanwhile, resistance groups rose up in an attempt to get the Nazis to leave the country. This

created the backdrop for a civil war, which started in 1943 and ended in 1949, being the first

communist uprising after WWII. One of the biggest repercussions that this conflict had on the

country was that it “created hyperinflation, which destroyed the trust that the Greek people

had in their economic and social institutions” (Ioannides, 2004). In addition, during the

post-war, more than 1,000,000 people were left homeless. Additionally, three-fourths of all

transportation equipment was destroyed.

4.8. British India/British Raj

During WWII, India was a part of the British Empire. This colony, known as “British

India officially declared war on Nazi Germany in September 1939” (Home, n.d.). India

contributed around 2.5 million volunteer soldiers to fight for the Allies during World War II.

These troops battled fiercely on land, at sea, and in the air, despite coming from very modest

and impoverished origins. The Indian Army was considered one of the best ones in the world,

due to their active participation in both WWI and WWII.
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The British were already aware of the difficulties of maintaining their rule over India

before World War II even started. By the time the war was over, Great Britain had run out of

resources and was unable - or unwilling - to keep up the British Empire's territories. After the

war, the United Kingdom had lost a lot of capital there, and it was looking for the help of its

colonies to regain their status as a world power. However, Mahatma Gandhi was organizing

Indians against the British at the time, and in 1947 the country became independent.

The Second World War left India with a devastating economic loss; between 1939 and

1945, external influences had a significant impact on the economy, leading to enormous

economic imbalances that remained for a very long time after peace was declared in India.

The root cause of India's entire economic problem was inflation, which came up as a result of

massive amounts of national treasury being used to finance military activities.

4.9. Hashemite Kingdom of Iraq

The non-belligerent position that Iraq had taken at the beginning of the war changed in

1940, with the constitutional return to power of Rashid Ali and the defeat of France in

Europe. The Arab countries interpret the battlefield victories as a sign of weakness of the

imperialist powers: the United Kingdom and France. Rashid Ali is pressed to allow the start

of negotiations with German agents, with the aim of definitively eliminating British influence

in Iraq.

In April 1941, Rashid Ali returned to power thanks to the support of the army and with

this, the Iraqi government refused to allow the arrival of new British troops in the country.

Consequently, the British invaded Iraq between April and May 1941, appointing Nuri as-Said

as Prime Minister. The Iraqi army is defeated in less than a month, and Arab nationalists flee

the country. Foreign forces occupied Iraq until the end of World War II.

4.10. Mexico

In May 1942, the United States of Mexico declared war on the Axis powers. Mexico

joined the war as a combatant after Germany destroyed two of its tankers. Even before their

declaration of war, Mexico supplied vital raw materials to the United States, and closed its

ports to German ships and submarines. Additionally, thousands of Mexican soldiers fought

for the Allies while contributing with American uniforms. The Mexican administration took

the initiative in pleading with other Latin American nations to join the Allies. World War II

brought enormous changes to Mexico. Its political, social, and cultural institutions underwent

very little change, as did its fundamental economic structure. Urbanization and
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industrialization were rushed to make up for shortages during the war. The peaceful

constitutional transition of presidential authority from one civilian regime to the nex,t and the

continuation of fundamental programs unmatched in Mexican history characterize postwar

Mexico.

4.11. First Labour Government of New Zealand

During the 2,179 days of the war, New Zealand participated in all but three of them. It was

one of the first nations to enter the world war, stirred by Germany's invasion of Poland on

September 1, 1939. On September 3, New Zealand officially declared war on Germany as an

independent nation. Among their armed forces, about 194,000 men and 10,000 women

served, and almost 12,000 of them lost their lives. New Zealanders fought globally, from

Egypt, Italy, and Greece to Japan, and the Pacific.

The nature of WWII not only stimulated New Zealanders' emerging sense of identity, but

it also boosted their self-worth and relevant place in the world significantly. New Zealand

started to take on a more independent role in international affairs following World War II.

The fact is, that trend had already started before the war, when idealistic thinking opposite to

British strategy colored attitudes toward the League of Nations.

When the United Nations was established in 1945, New Zealand emerged as a prominent

representative of the small states, leaving a lasting influence on the Trusteeship Council.

None of those changes diminished New Zealand's ties to Great Britain, its commitment to the

Commonwealth, or its reliance with the US. Additionally, it organized a basic foreign service

and established diplomatic ties with a number of nations.

The war did not physically harm New Zealand; rather, it left the country in a more

advanced position than it was in 1939. Its secondary sector had grown as a result of various

wartime initiatives, while its primary industries remained strong thanks to bulk purchase

agreements. Inflation had been kept under control thanks to careful money management, and

as the country contributed a third of its national income to the war effort, it had largely

recovered its costs.

4.12. Philippines

On December 8, 1941, only ten hours after the attack on Pearl Harbor, Japan launched a

surprise invasion on the Philippines. Following this military operation, ground forces were

deployed both in the north and south of Manila. Until the United States-Philippine forces'
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complete surrender on the Bataan Peninsula in April 1942, the Philippines maintained its

defense.

A new Philippine government structure was quickly put into place by Japanese military

forces. Despite having promised the islands freedom following their takeover, the Japanese

originally established a Council of State through which they managed civil matters until

October 1943, when they proclaimed the Philippines a republic with its own independent

government.

By the end of the war, the Philippines had experienced significant damage. Manila

suffered severe destruction after WWII, making it one of the most destroyed cities in the

entire globe. It is estimated that 1 million Filipinos were slain. After World War II, the

Philippines attempted an industrialization approach known as import substitution, in which

native commodities were substituted for imports. However, inflation remained out of control.

Protectionist measures were necessary for this strategy, which resulted in wasteful resource

allocation and inefficiencies. In addition, thousands of civilians were killed in Manila, and

many individuals perished from the aftermath of starvation and war.

4.13. Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Saudi Arabia enjoyed good relations with the Axis countries prior to the start of World

War II and, on the eve of the conflict, they even signed a weapon deal with Nazi Germany.

Throughout the majority of the conflict, King Abd al Aziz formally remained neutral, while

progressively siding with the Allies. He renounced his neutral stance at the start of 1945, and

officially declared war on Germany. The start of the War and the associated maritime dangers

had stopped Saudi Arabia's oil exports. The protection of the Saudi oil reserves started to be

seen as having major strategic importance, while the requirements of the Allies for oil

increased. US President Roosevelt stated in 1943 that Saudi Arabia's defense was in the

country's best interest, making the country eligible for Lend-Lease aid. British strength and

influence in Arab affairs had started to decline by the end of World War II.

4.14. Union of South Africa

Significant contributions were made by South Africa to the Allied war effort. 135,000

white South Africans participated in the East, North African, and Italian campaigns, while

70,000 Blacks and Colored people worked as hand labor and transporters.

Economically and socially, the war had an enormous effect there. Manufacturing

expanded significantly throughout the war, despite the fact that gold remained the most
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significant industry, accounting for 2/3 of South Africa's revenues and 3/4 of its export

earnings. The number of individuals employed in manufacturing climbed by 60% between

1939 and 1945. Additionally, urbanization increased rapidly, and the population in the towns

almost doubled, until the point that by 1946 there were more colored Africans in South

Africa's towns and cities than there were whites.

South Africa's economy benefited from the war because its steel, uranium, and platinum

became key resources. Additionally, during the time that the Mediterranean Sea was blocked

by the Allies, Durban and Cape Town supplied a sizable number of ships traveling from

Britain to the Suez Canal. Moreover, taxes and loans were used to pay for the war's financial

expenditures. The War effort rose up to approximately $600 million pounds. Due to the

repatriation of thousands of soldiers at the end of the war, South Africa experienced supply

shortages.

4.15. First Syrian Republic

At the beginning of the war, Syria remained loyal to France, and supported it until it drew

back because of Germanys’ victory in Paris. After that, on June 22nd, France signed an

Amnesty agreement with Germany, in which France got divided: Germany occupies northern

France, while the South remains free of occupation. Because of this situation, Syria decided

to ask the League of Nations for its independence, but Britain didn’t agree with that decision

at all, as a consequence of Syria being an anti-British country.

After the sale of two thirds of the armament that was in Syria, the British government took

this as the support given from Syria to the Axis Power. For this reason, on May 14, 1941, the

bombing of the Syrian bases by the RAF and the RAAF (Royal Australian Air Force) began.

This conflict ended on June 6th, with Great Britain taking the victory over the French army,

gaining control over the Syrian territory15.

4.16. Republic of Turkey

Despite its good relations with Germany, the Republic of Turkey decided to remain neutral

during the Second World War by signing the Treaty of Cooperation and Mutual Assistance

offered by the United Kingdom and France. This agreement consisted of protecting the

Turkish territory if any of the European powers decided to disrupt there. Due to its strategic

15 Syria didn’t obtain independence until the creation of an International Multilateral Organization because of its
lack of international recognition as an independent State.
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location on the globe, and its direct access to the Asian continent, it was such a desirable

territory during the war.

The Republic of Turkey later decided to start working with the Axis powers by

establishing a friendship treaty on June 18, 1941, after being persuaded by Germany's war

victories. From that point on, it served as its primary source of raw materials, including 30%

of Germany's total chromium use.

This neutrality about not being involved in any conflicts lasted until 1945, when the

Republic of Turkey declared war both on Germany and Japan. This because of the sugestions

of Germany about wanting Turkey to cut its relation of mutual assistance with the United

Kingdom and France. If these relations disappeared, then Turkey would be the next target of

any of the powers due to its strategic geographical location.

4.17. United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

Due to the staggering financial toll that World War Two had taken on Britain and its

empire, more than 25% of the country's total assets had been lost by 1945, leaving it weary

and devastated. Many British cities had been destroyed by aerial bombardment, and there

were severe shortages of supplies and labor for the reconstruction of the nation. The UK was

going to lose practically all of its colonies over the course of the next 20 years, because the

government had to ponder whether Britain could afford to maintain a global empire any

longer.

With the exception of a few billion pounds in sterling credits, Britain had almost no

foreign financial resources left after the war. In other words, the economy crashed. While

certain industries, like the manufacture of airplanes, were far greater than what was currently

required, others like railroads and coal mines, were in dire need of new machinery and in

poor condition. With nothing to export, Britain had no way to pay for imports, or even for

food.

As a response, the government enacted some measures in order to handle the situation.

One of them was the nationalization of railroads and coal mines, which were in any case so

run down that any government would have had to bring them under state control.

Additionally, nationalization was implemented

in the fields of road transportation, ports, and the creation of electricity.
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4.18. United States of America

The United States remained neutral in the war until Japan attacked an American naval

base at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, on December 7, 1941. In response to the attack, and following a

dramatic speech by President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, the US Congress declared war on

Japan on December 8, 1941. Three days later, the United States declared war on Germany

and Italy. “Other than the bombing of Pearl Harbor, the geographic location of the United

States spared the home front from devastating destruction that was experienced in Europe”

(Sullivan, 2022). Japan believed the Pearl Harbor bombing would keep America out of the

war.

A revolution in industry was brought about by the effects of World War II in the US. The

United States began producing warfare supplies at an astounding rate. The US turned

domestic factories into war production factories that produced automobiles, such as jeeps and

tanks. Airplanes, ships, rifles, and ammunition were quickly produced, making the States turn

into an industrial powerhouse. The total cost of the war to the federal government between

1941 and 1945 was about $321,000,000,000 (10 times as much as World War I). Despite

Roosevelt's request, taxes covered 41% of the cost, which was higher than the 33% paid

during World War I.

Over three years of wartime rationing, including restrictions had been imposed on

Americans by the summer of 1945; the rationing affected essentials like rubber, sugar,

gasoline, fuel oil, coffee, meat, butter, milk, and soap.

They were ready to start spending their money, but a major challenge came up, transforming

the economy to stop production and migrate to fulfilling the needs and requirements of a war

overseas. This implied starting production only for the population that lived inside the

country.

4.19. Union of Soviet Socialist Republic

  The Soviet Union was essentially Nazi Germany's friend when World War II began, since

it was a fairly typical interstate conflict in Europe. Although the Soviet Union seized the

eastern portion of Poland, the Germans carried out the majority of the fighting there. This

was followed by Soviet annexations of Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, and parts of Romania. Yet,

on 22 June 1941, Hitler launched an invasion of the Soviet Union, which started the war on

the Eastern Front. Stalin was confident that the total Allied war machine would eventually

stop Germany.

23



The Soviet Union was so focused on war that they spent 70% of their industrial manpower

on the military during WWII. Because of all the money going towards the military, many

people were homeless or jobless, and many went without food, and even starved to death.

The USSR suffered far more human casualties than any other country, losing more than

20 million soldiers and civilians (which represented more than 13% of the population)

throughout the course of the war. However, by the end of the war 25 million people were

homeless. The postwar years evidenced a significant gender imbalance, since many of the

country’s males were killed as soldiers in battle. The USSR lost approximately seven times as

many soldiers as all of the other allies combined in the European scenario. WWII had a

significant impact on the Soviet Union's economy, and on the financial health of its people.

The Soviets lost more than 17,000 towns, 70,000 villages, and 32,000 factories due to the

war. The lack of men, functioning machinery, livestock, and limited harvest led to food

shortages, both during and after the war.

4.20. Yugoslavia

Yugoslavia remained neutral during the war until 1941, when the Prime Minister

Cvetkovic along with Prince Petar signed the Tripartite Pact by which Yugoslavia was

officially an ally of Germany and Italy. Then, on March 27th, 1941, the Yugoslav coup d'état

took place, under the influence of the British, so that Yugoslavia wouldn't be a great strategic

ally to Germany. Due to this problematic situation, Germany declared Yugoslavia as an

enemy by the Directive #25, signed by Adolf Hitler, which states that: "The military revolt in

Yugoslavia has changed the political situation in the Balkans. Yugoslavia, while making

declarations of loyalty and respect for the Tripartite Pact, must be considered as an enemy

and must be defeated as soon as possible."

According to what was stated before, Germany invaded the Balkans, including

Yugoslavia16, with the military support from Italy, Bulgaria and Hungary, and the territory

was divided among these powers. Germany, which had seized Serbia and absorbed northern

and eastern Slovenia, occupied the northwest. Germany and Italy founded the fascist,

pro-German state of Croatia in the North. Hungary kept Backa, the area around Subotica,

which is also in the north. Yugoslav Macedonia was annexed by Bulgaria (the southern area,

between the cities of Skopje and Bitola). Finally, Italy controlled the coastline.

16 Yugoslavia was conformed by the actual Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Republic of Croatia, Slovenia, North
Macedonia, and Yugoslavia.
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After its invasion and the conflict of Greece and Germany, Yugoslavia declared war on

Germany and Italy; this led to a great amount of battles and, as a consequence, inflation

affected the whole region, although not to the same extent. For instance, Croatia greatly

suffered from it, in contrast with Serbia that was slightly affected by inflation. However, the

economic situation of Serbia did worsen due to other occupation costs such as taxes and

contributions demanded by the Third Reich.

5. Global Situation

The post-war period, which began in 1945, was when the main effects of this conflict

became apparent. The world experienced tremendous losses over the past few years, not just

in terms of casualties, which are estimated to have totaled 42 million in Europe, 20 million in

the USSR, and 4 million severely injured and disabled. In addition, there were serious harms

to the infrastructure, a decline in education, a slowdown in industrialization, and a lack of

other resources. In addition, there were some setbacks in the world economy, marked by high

inflation. A migration crisis was among the issues that were being caused by all of these.

5.1. Economic Matters

Between July 1st to the 22nd, 1944, 44 delegates representing their countries, gathered at

the United Nations17 Monetary and Financial Conference in Bretton Woods, New Hampshire,

where they drafted Articles of Agreement for a proposed International Monetary Fund, and

also for the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development. Following this

conference, the recently developed monetary system established a fixed exchange rate with

the dollar and the price of gold in dollars, which was set at $35 per ounce. With this,

countries held their reserves primarily from gold to dollars, and the system determined a gold

exchange standard in which the dollar was established as the main reserve currency.

For all of the aforementioned reasons, the US dollar and the Canadian dollar were

converted to one another the year following the Bretton Woods meeting. The majority of the

international trade was conducted in dollars, and exporters and importers kept dollars in their

accounts to facilitate transactions. The dollar was consolidated as an international currency,

and the Central Bank tried to maintain their international reserves in the form of dollar assets

compensated with interest rates.

17 The term "United Nations" was used at the time to refer to the Allies of World War II, taking into account
that they signed the United Nations Declaration of 1942.
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The policies and priorities of the Fund and the World Bank are fundamentally determined

by the countries that have the greatest weight within their governing bodies. The United

States, which provided most of the funds for both institutions, had already made efforts at

Bretton Woods to ensure that the real decision-making power was vested in the board of

directors.

The printing of paper money used by governments, and the rise in public debt on both

sides to wage war led to significant inflation; it is estimated that between 1939 and 1946, the

number of dollars in circulation in the United States alone increased from 65 to 222.5 million

dollars.

The head of the Nazi Party put an indefinite hold on the payment of World War I

reparations. The debts agreed upon in WW I would not be repaid until the end of the Second

World War in 1945. The debt owed by the Germanic nation at that time totaled 30,000

million marks, which were divided among more than 70 nations. This excludes the Second

World War reparations, which, unlike the first, were paid through the sale of industrial and

naval property, and totaled around 76,000 million euros.

5.2. Migratory Movements and Refugees

In 1943 United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration (UNRRA) was founded

to "plan, co-ordinate, administer… measures for the relief of victims of war in any area under

the control of any of the United Nations through the provision of food, fuel, clothing, shelter

and other basic necessities, medical and other essential services."

Assistance for refugees really began in May 1944.. In Europe, General Dwight D.

Eisenhower and Herbert Lehman agreed that UNRRA would report to the Supreme

Headquarters Allied Expeditionary Force (SHAEF), until national governments could take

over the management of internally displaced people and refugees.

The British government established the Middle East Relief and Refugee Administration

(MERRA) in June 1942, to assist refugees from Greece, Yugoslavia, and Albania, that later

was absorbed by UNRRA. By the end of 1944, there were more than 37,000 refugees living

in the six sizable refugee camps that the UNRRA took over in Egypt, Palestine, and Syria.

From 1933 to 1945, between 180,000 and 220,000 European refugees, according to

various estimates, emigrated to the United States. More refugees fleeing Nazi persecution

were admitted to the United States than any other nation in the world. These refugees were

primarily Jewish, coming from central and western Europe.
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In Western-occupied nations, SHAEF anticipated 11.3 million refugees and displaced

persons (excluding German civilians and forces). SHAEF returned 5.25 million DPs in May

and June 1945 at a rate of 80,000 per day. “Only in January 1945, when they assisted with the

250,000 refugees in France and the Low Countries” (What Happened To People Displaced

By The Second World War? | IWM, n.d.).

China had to deal with the huge number of foreigners who were detained. There were

16,000 stateless refugees in Shanghai, 67% of whom were German, 23% were Austrian, and

almost all them were Jews. Jewish humanitarian organizations in New York provided them

with short-term support. The majority were eventually able to leave for the USA, Australia,

or Canada, as they had desired. The majority of the released Western internees were

repatriated quite quickly from the Japanese camps in Weixian and Shanghai. It was necessary

to return a large number of Germans, Austrians, Italians, and Vichy French nationals who

were allies of Japan. The fate of the White Russians was a topic of discussion in both

Manchuria and the major towns. The last thing many of them wanted to do was return to

Russia, but the USSR urged them to do so. They also began to leave China, but they headed

for the USA and Australia, rather than the despised USSR. In China, the era of Western

control and luxury was permanently over.

Significant ethnic and national minorities were no longer present in Central and Eastern

Europe after the Second World War. Nazi wartime ambitions to recast people in order to

consolidate new European borders were fulfilled by forced migrations compelled by nations,

particularly Soviet ones. These forced migrations took on various shapes that interacted with

one another, including tightly controlled deportations, haphazard deportations, and vigorous

inducements that compelled minorities to migrate.

5.3. Infrastructure

Urban structures and property suffered significant damage. In Germany, Poland, and

Greece, home destruction reached 20%; in Austria, Belgium, France, Great Britain, and the

Netherlands, it was 6-9%; in Italy, it was 5%; and in the Czechoslovak Republic, Norway,

and Hungary, it was 3-4%. Eastern Europe experienced more extreme devastation with the

Soviet Union's destruction of 17,000 cities, 70,000 villages, 70% of its industrial facilities,

and 60% of its transportation infrastructure.

- Railways: More than half of the bridges, junctions, stations, signaling systems,

stations, tracks, etc, in a number of countries were either damaged or badly in need of

repair. Machinery experienced severe loss and destruction. There was little regular
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road traffic for a while after the war, and rail transportation had almost entirely

collapsed.

- Ports, canals, and waterways: in France, the Netherlands, and Germany the vast

majority were out of service.

- Merchant fleet: only 61% of the merchant fleet before the war remained.

- Road transport was limited. There were several ruined and damaged tunnels and

bridges.

However, outside Europe, the war caused positive effects on the industry. For example, the

USSR managed to expand its territory and influence on East Europe. The Asian countries

benefited from the transportation of the industrial machinery that was confiscated from

Germany. The local economies of other regions, including Canada, Oceania, Latin America,

and Asia, benefited from the increased production of food, raw materials, and manufactured

goods. Due to increased capital goods production and advancements in science and

technology, the world now had a higher potential for productivity.

Between 1940 and 1944, the United States industrial expansion grew at a rate of more

than 15% annually, faster than ever before. Additionally, like in the other combatant nations,

this expansion was mostly dependent on war output, which increased from 2 percent of total

production in 1939 to 40 percent in 1943, though not completely in this sector. As a result,

the economy of the population of the economy remained unaffected. In other words, the only

nation among the great nations that had grown significantly richer as a result of the war,

rather than getting poorer, was the United States.

5.4. Population

According to the National WWII Museum of New Orleans, the death toll during this

conflict was:

Country Military deaths Total Civilian and Military
deaths

Albania 30,000 30,200

Australia* 39,800 40,500

Austria 261,000 384,700

Belgium* 12,100 86,100

Brazil* 1,000 2,000
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Bulgaria 22,000 25,000

Canada* 45,400 45,400

China* 3-4,000,000 20,000,000

Czechoslovakia* 25,000 345,000

Denmark* 2,100 3,200

Estonia - 51,000

Ethiopia* 5,000 100,000

Finland 95,000 97,000

France* 217,600 567,600

French Indochina - 1-1,500,000

Germany 5,533,000 6,600,000 - 8,800,000

Greece* 20,000 - 35,000 300,000 - 800,000

Hungary 300,000 580,000

India* 87,000 1,500,000 - 2,500,000

Italy 301,400 457,000

Japan 2,120,000 2,600,000 - 3,100,000

Korea - 378,000 -473,000

Latvia - 227,000

Lithuania - 353,000

Luxembourg* - 2,000

Malaya - 100,000

Netherlands* 17,000 301,000

New Zealand* 11,900 11,900

Norway* 3,000 9,500

Philippines* 57,000 500,000 - 1,000,000

Poland* 240,000 5,600,000

Romania 300,000 833,000
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South Africa* 11,900 11,900

USSR* 8,800,000 - 10,700,000 24,000,000

United Kingdom* 383,600 450,700

United States* 416,800 418,500

Yugoslavia* 446,000 1,000,000

*Members of the San Francisco Conference

According to some researchers, the world's population reached 2 billion people in 1930,

and 2.3 billion by 1940. The total number of deaths during the Second World War is

estimated to be between 50 and 60 million. However, this information cannot be verified

because it was not up-to-date at the time. If one were to be overly pessimistic, the entire death

toll may have reached 100 million; nevertheless, if one were to be overly hopeful, it could

have been between 40 and 45 million.
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These graphs show how many people moved in and out of the new states inside their new

borders during and after World War II. Nearly a fifth of Germany's land was lost, there were

an estimated 2 million casualties, and the rest of Germany was divided into four occupation

zones after the war. In the British and US zone, where the occupation was less brutal, about 4

million civilians fled before the advancing Soviet soldiers. Millions of people of German

ancestry from other parts of Europe had to assemble in Germany's damaged cities. After

World War II, when private property was nationalized under socialism and communist

economies, there was another round of evictions in Eastern countries. At the end of World

War II, nationalizations occurred even in France. The main industries nationalized were

“banking, energy, and transportation, although there were also some expropriations as

retaliation for assisting the Nazi regime” (Kesternich et al., 2013).

5.5. Colonies and League of Nations Mandates

Some regions that were transferred from the administration of one country to another after

World War I had a League of Nations mandate, or legal documents, providing the terms for

territory control on behalf of the League. The mission system was founded by Article 22 of

the League of Nations Covenant, which became operational on June 28, 1919. Following the

breakdown of the League of Nations during World War II, it was resolved at the Yalta

Conference that the surviving Mandates should be placed under the trusteeship of the United

Nations, subject to further negotiations and formal agreements. Thus, the majority of the

League of Nations' remaining mandates (except for South-West Africa) eventually evolved

into United Nations Trust Territories.

18 Images taken from: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4025972/
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5.5.1. Class A Mandates

These were territories formerly controlled by the Ottoman Empire that were deemed

to "... have reached a stage of development where their existence as independent

nations can be provisionally recognized subject to the rendering of administrative

advice and assistance by a Mandatory until they can stand alone. The wishes of these

communities must be a principal consideration in the selection of the Mandatory."

The Class A mandates were:

• “Mesopotamia (United Kingdom), from 10 August 1920 – 3 October 1932.

The mandate subsequently became the independent Kingdom of Iraq.

• Palestine (United Kingdom), 25 April 1920 (effective 29 September 1923).

In April 1921, Transjordan was incorporated as an autonomous area under the

mandate.

• Syria (France), 29 September 1923 – 1 January 1944. This mandate included

Lebanon; Hatay (a former Ottoman Alexandretta sanjak) broke away from it

and became a French protectorate until it was ceded to the new Republic of

Turkey. Following the termination of the French mandate, two separate

independent republics, Syria and Lebanon, were formed” (League of Nations

Mandate, n.d.).

5.5.2. Class B Mandates

They were all former Schutzgebiete (German territories) in West and Central Africa

which were deemed to require a greater level of control by the mandatory power:

"...the Mandatory must be responsible for the administration of the territory under

conditions which will guarantee freedom of conscience and religion." The mandatory

power was forbidden to construct military or naval bases within the mandates.

The Class B mandates were:

• Ruanda-Urundi (Belgium), 20 July 1922. On July 20, 1922, they merged into

a single mandate after having previously been two separate German

protectorates. Ruanda-Urundi joined forces administratively with Belgian

Congo, a neighboring colony, on March 1, 1926.

• Tanganyika (United Kingdom), 20 July 1922.

• Kamerun was split on 20 July 1922 into British Cameroons (under a

Resident) and French Cameroun (under a Commissioner until 27 August 1940,

then under a Governor), again a British (successively under senior district
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officers officiating as Resident, a Special Resident, and Commissioners) and a

French Trust (under a Haut Commissaire).

• Togoland was divided into British Togoland (under an Administrator; a

position held by the colonial Governor of the British Gold Coast (current

Ghana) from 30 September 1920 to 11 October 1923 till 20 July 1922 distinct

Mandates) and French Togoland (under a Commissioner).

5.5.3. Class C Mandates

Including South-West Africa and certain of the South Pacific Islands, these were

considered to be "best administered under the laws of the Mandatory as integral

portions of its territory"

The Class C mandates were former German possessions:

• “Former German New Guinea became the Territory of New Guinea

(Australia/United Kingdom) from 17 December 1920 under an (at first Military)

Administrator.

• Nauru, formerly part of German New Guinea (Australia in effective control,

formally together with the United Kingdom and New Zealand) from 17

December 1920.

• Former German Samoa (New Zealand/United Kingdom) 17 December 1920

a League of Nations mandate.

• South Pacific Mandate (Japan).

• South-West Africa (South Africa/United Kingdom).

• From 1 October 1922 Walvisbaai's administration (still merely having a

Magistrate until its 16 March 1931 Municipal status, thence a Mayor) was also

assigned to South West Africa Mandate” (League of Nations Mandate, n.d.).

5.6. Resources

Oil was a crucial resource during the Second World War because it was required to make

plastics and fuels. The primary oil companies were American and British and the allies

benefited from favorable geography and huge oil deposits. The Soviet Union, on the other

hand, possessed significant resources and produced 10% of the world's oil.

Due to their need for foreign oil, the Axis nations—Germany, Italy, and Japan—were

clearly at a disadvantage. While Nazi Germany provided itself with oil from the seized

countries by utilizing the resources in Romania and Russia, the United States embargo on

Japan placed the Land of the Rising Sun in a precarious position. The Axis countries' oil

33



scarcity led to events like German tanks running out of fuel or Japanese planes crashing into

the ocean.

Germany concentrated on using synthetic fuels, which are domestic resources. In terms of

total energy demand and 92 percent of aviation fuel, its production doubled between 1940

and 1943. Slave labor was gathered in concentration camps for this industrial growth, some

of which were used by the I.G.Farben business.

By 1944, I.G.Farben had solidified its link with the SS19 at the Auschwitz concentration

camp, where a third of the workforce in the German synthetic fuel business was slave labor.

The Germans would have had more time if they had acquired larger fuel supplies. The

German offensive and resistance had peaked by the end of 1944. German gasoline production

at the start of 1945 was equivalent to 0.5% of what it was in the first few months of 1944.

Unquestionably, one of the primary causes of Germany's loss in each step of the Allied

offensive was the strikes on its energy sources. The synthetic fuel business, on the other hand,

is without a doubt a success story between 1939 and 1945; unfortunately, this was prohibited

after World War II by the Potsdam Conference's embargo in July 1945.

Europe was suffering from a severe coal shortage towards the conclusion of World War II.

Massive attacks had been made against the coal sector for tactical and military reasons. The

upshot was a completely disorganized coal industry in Europe, interrupted traditional

supplies, and substantially lower output than in the interwar period. As soon as the Allies

took over, Germany lost the ability to manage its exports and manufacturing. Social tension

began to rise in 1945 as a result of the lack of coal, poor mining working conditions, and

challenging living circumstances. Strikes affected many industrial areas, which further

reduced output. Additionally, the troublesome conditions of inland waterway, rail, and road

transportation did little to promote global trade.

5.7. Political Representation

In the following chart, you can find how the governments of some countries were

conformed at the time that the San Francisco Conference was taking place (April-June 1945).

Country Head of State Head of
Government

Type of
Government

Ideology

Democratic
Government of

Enver Hoxha (Prime Minister) Parliamentary Communist
Party

19 The SS command of Auschwitz concentration camp refers to those units, commands, and agencies of the
German SS which operated and administered the Auschwitz concentration camp during World War II.
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Albania

Australia* George VI
(King of the

United
Kingdom of

Great Britain)

Ben Chifley
(Prime

Minister)

Colony of the
United

Kingdom
Parliamentary

Monarchy

Australian
Labor Party

Kingdom of
Belgium*

Leopold III
(King of
Belgium)

Achille Van
Acker (Prime

Minister)

Parliamentary
Monarchy

Socialist Party

Brazil* Getúlio Vargas (President) Federal
Government

Brazilian Labor
Party

Kingdom of
Bulgaria

Simeon II (King
of Bulgaria)

Kimon
Georgiev
(Prime

Minister)

Parliamentary
Monarchy

National
Conservatism

Canada* George VI
(King of the

United
Kingdom of

Great Britain)

William Lyon
Mackenzie

King (Prime
Minister)

Federal
Government

Liberal

Republic of
China*

Chiang Kai-shek (President) Presidentialism Nationalist

Republic of
Colombia*

Alfonso López Pumarejo
(President)

Presidentialism Liberal

Third
Czechoslovak
Republic*

Edvard Beneš
(President)

Zdeněk
Fierlinger

(Prime
Minister)

Semipresidentia
lism

Social-democrat
ic

Denmark* Christian X Vilhelm Buhl
(Prime

Minister)

Unity
Government

Social
Democrats

Kingdom of
Egypt*

Farouk I (King
of Egypt and
the Sudan)

Abdel Khalek
Sarwat Pasha

(Prime
Minister)

Parliamentary
Monarchy

Ethiopian
Empire*

Haile Selassie
(Emperor)

Makonnen
Endelkachew

(Prime
Minister)

Unitary
parliamentary
constitutional

monarchy

Not affiliated
with any

political party
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Provisional
Government of
the French
Republic*

Charles de Gaulle (Chairmen) Tripartisme20 Independent

Greater German
Reich

Adolf Hitler21

(Führer of
Germany)

Karl Dönitz22

(President of
Germany)

Adolf Hitler
(Reich

Chancellor)
Lutz Graf

Schwerin von
Krosigk23

(Reich
Chancellor)

Totalitarian
dictatorship

Fascist

The Kingdom
of Greece*

Archbishop
Damaskinos
Papandreou

Georgios
Papandreou

(Prime
Minister)

Republic and
Monarchy

Democratic
Socialist Party

of Greece

Kingdom of
Hungary

King Charles IV Miklós Horthy
(Prime

Minister)

Authoritarian
regency

Independent

British Raj
(British India)*

George VI
(King of the

United
Kingdom of

Great Britain)

Winston
Churchil (Prime
Minister of the

United
Kingdom of

Great Britain)

Parliamentary
Moarchy

Conservative
Party

Italy Transitioning between governments.24

Hashemite
Kingdom of
Iraq*

Faisal II (King
of Iraq)

Hamdi
al-Pachachi

(Prime
Minister)

Parliamentary
Monarchy

Independent

Empire of Japan Emperor Shōwa Kantarō Suzuki
(Prime

Minister)

Absolute
Monarchy

Imperial Rule
Assistance
Association

Luxembourg
(Liberation
Government)*

Charlotte
(Grand Duchess
of Luxembourg)

Pierre Dupong
(Prime

Minister)

Parliamentary
Monarchy

Christian
Conservatism

24 The Italian Social Republic, a totalitarian dictatorship led by Benito Mussolini collapsed on April 25, 1945.
And on June 2nd 1946, the Italian Republic was conformed after a referendum.

23 Until 23 May 1945 (After that the Office was abolished)
22 Until 23 May 1945 (After that the Office was abolished)
21 Until 30 April 1945.

20 Mode of government when the country was ruled by a three-party alliance of communists, socialists and
Christian democrats.
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Mexico Manuel Ávila Camacho
(President)

Presidentialism Institutional
Revolutionary

Party
(Laborist Party)

Kingdom of the
Netherlands*

Wilhelmina
Helena Pauline

Maria

Pieter Sjoerds
Gerbrandy

(Prime
Minister)

Constitutional
Monarchy

Gerbrandy I, II,
III

First Labour
Government of
New Zealand*

George VI
(King of the

United
Kingdom of

Great Britain)

Peter Fraser
(Prime

Minister)

Parliamentary
Monarchy

Social
Democratic

Philippines* Sergio Osmeña (President) Presidentialism National
Conservatism

Provisional
Government of
National Unity
(Poland)*

Edward Osóbka-Morawski (Prime
Minister)

Provisional
Government

Marxist-
Leninist

Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia*

Abdul-Aziz II Monarchy

Union of South
Africa*

George VI
(King of the

United
Kingdom of

Great Britain)

Jan Christiaan
Smuts (Prime

Minister)

Parliamentary
Monarchy

Conservatism
Pro-Commonwe

alth

First Syrian
Republic*

Shukri
al-Quwatli
(President)

Fares al-Khoury
(Prime

Minister)

Parliamentary
Republic
(French

Mandate)

Nationalism

Republic of
Turkey*

Şükrü Saracoğlu (Prime Minister) Unitary
presidential

constitutional
republic

Republican
People's Party

USSR* Joseph Stalin (General Secretary
of the

Communist Party of the Soviet
Union)

One-Party
Socialist
Republic

Marxist-
Leninist

United
Kingdom of
Great Britain

George VI
(King of the

United

Winston
Churchil (Prime

Minister)

Parliamentary
Monarchy

Conservatism
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and Northern
Ireland*

Kingdom of
Great Britain)

United States of
America*

Harry S. Truman
(President of the United States)

Presidentialism Liberalism

Yugoslavia* Peter II (King
of Yugoslavia)

Josip Broz Tito
(Prime

Minister)

Parliamentary
Monarchy

Communism

*Members of the San Francisco Conference

6. Documents of interest

6.1. Montevideo Convention on the Rights and Duties of States25

The Montevideo Convention is a treaty signed by 19 nations26 during the Seventh

International Conference of American States, that took place in Montevideo, Uruguay on

December 26, 1933. This document gathered the theory of statehood accepted as part of

international customary law. At the conference, the US Government proclaimed the Good

Neighbor Policy, which averses armed US intervention in inter american affairs. The

convention specified that all states were equal sovereign entities composed of a permanent

population, defined territorial boundaries, a government, and an ability to enter into

agreements with other states. Among the convention’s arrangements were that signatories

would not intervene in the domestic or foreign affairs of another state, that they would not

recognize territorial gains made by force, and that all disputes should be settled peacefully.

This convention states the fundamentals a State needs to be considered as a State

(Encyclopedia Britannica, 2021).

6.2. The Hague Conventions (1899 and 1907)

These documents were the first multilateral treaties that attended to the conduct of

warfare, or the first formal statements of the laws of war and war crimes in international law.

These documents collect the laws that set out regulations for behavior in times of martial law;

protection of civilians and civilian property and punishment of transgression; deserters,

prisoners of war, hostages, and pillaging; partisans; spies; truces and prisoner exchange;

parole of former rebel troops; the conditions of any armistice, and respect for human life;

26 United States, Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Cuba, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador,
Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, and Venezuela. Bolivia was
the only participant that refused to sign the agreement.

25 http://www.oas.org/juridico/english/sigs/a-40.html

38

http://www.oas.org/juridico/english/sigs/a-40.html


assassination and murder of soldiers or citizens in hostile territory; and the status of

individuals engaged in a state of civil war against the government. The Conventions were

largely based on the Lieber Code27.

6.2.1. Hague Convention of 1899

This document came from a proposal made by Russian Tsar Nicholas II on 24 August

1898. The final act of the conference, composed of conventions and declarations, was signed

on 29 July of the same year, and entered into force in September of the following year. What

is known as the Hague Convention of 1899 is composed of three main treaties and three

additional declarations:

I) Convention for the Pacific Settlement of International Disputes28: This

document included the creation of the Permanent Court of Arbitration. This

section was signed by 26 countries, including Austria-Hungary, Belgium,

Bulgaria, China, Denmark, Germany, France, Greece, Italy, Japan,

Luxembourg, Mexico, Montenegro, the Netherlands, Persia, Portugal,

Romania, Russia, Serbia, Siam, Spain, Sweden and Norway, Switzerland,

Turkey, the United Kingdom and the United States.

II) Convention regarding the Laws and Customs of War on Land: This

document contains the laws to be used in all wars on land between signatories.

It specifies the treatment of prisoners of war, includes the provisions of the

Geneva Convention of 1864 for the treatment of the wounded, and it forbids

the use of poisons, the killing of enemy combatants who have surrendered,

looting of a town or place, and the attack or bombardment of undefended

towns or habitations. Inhabitants of occupied territories may not be forced into

military service against their own country and collective punishment is

forbidden. The section was signed by all major powers, except China29.

III) Convention for the Adaptation to Maritime Warfare of the Principles of

the Geneva Convention of 22 August 1864: This treaty provides for the

protection of marked hospital ships and requires them to treat the wounded

29 To read more, go to:
https://web.archive.org/web/20140203034007/http://www.minbuza.nl/en/key-topics/treaties/search-the-treaty-da
tabase/1899/7/002338.html

28 Read full text in: https://wetten.overheid.nl/BWBV0005494/1900-09-04

27 Lieber Code: also known as Lieber Instructions, represents the first attempt to codify the laws of war. They
were prepared during the American Civil War by Francis Lieber, then a professor of Columbia College in New
York, revised by a board of officers and promulgated by President Lincoln. Although they were binding only on
the forces of the United States, they correspond to a great extent to the laws and customs of war existing at that
time. Read full text in: https://avalon.law.yale.edu/19th_century/lieber.asp
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and shipwrecked sailors of all belligerent parties. It was ratified by all major

powers.

IV) Declaration concerning the Prohibition of the Discharge of Projectiles and

Explosives from Balloons or by Other New Analogous Methods: This

declaration provides that, for a period of five years, in any war between

signatory powers, no projectiles or explosives would be launched from air

domains, "or by other new methods of a similar nature". The declaration was

ratified by all the major powers, except the United Kingdom and the United

States.

V) Declaration concerning the Prohibition of the Use of Projectiles with the

Sole Object to Spread Asphyxiating Poisonous Gases: This document states

that, in any war between signatory powers, the parties involved will abstain

from using projectiles "the sole object of which is the diffusion of

asphyxiating or deleterious gases". It was ratified by all major powers, except

the United States.

VI) Declaration concerning the Prohibition of the Use of Bullets which can

Easily Expand or Change their Form inside the Human Body such as Bullets

with a Hard Covering which does not Completely Cover the Core, or

containing Indentations: This document states that, in any war between

signatory powers, the parties will abstain from using "bullets which expand or

flatten easily in the human body". These directly banned soft-point bullets and

cross-tipped bullets. It was ratified by all major powers, except the United

States.

6.2.2. Hague Convention of 1907

The conference for creating this document took place in 1907, concluding in conventions

that presented only a few major advancements versus the previous Convention. The gathering

of great nations did, however, anticipate later attempts at international collaboration in the

20th century. The conference's goal was to modify some aspects of the 1899 Hague

Convention, and to introduce new themes, with a special emphasis on naval warfare.

The other powers, led by Germany, which feared a British move to stop the expansion of

the German navy, defeated the British attempts to obtain the limitation of weaponry. Limits

on naval expansion would protect Britain's hegemonic position because it possessed the

largest navy in the world. Additionally, Germany rejected suggestions for compelled
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arbitration. However, the conference did expand the machinery for voluntary arbitration and

established conventions regulating the collection of debts, rules of war, and the rights and

obligations of neutrals.

The Hague Convention of 1907 is composed of 13 treaties and 1 declaration, that were

signed in October 1907, and entered into force in January 1910. These documents were:

I) Convention for the Pacific Settlement of International Disputes: It expands

on the Convention of 1899. Together, these conventions are the founding

documents of the Permanent Court of Arbitration.

II) Convention respecting the Limitation of the Employment of Force for

Recovery of Contract Debts

III) Convention relative to the Opening of Hostilities: This document sets out

the accepted procedure for a state making a declaration of war.

IV) Convention respecting the Laws and Customs of War on Land

V) Convention relative to the Rights and Duties of Neutral Powers and

Persons in case of War on Land

VI) Convention relative to the Legal Position of Enemy Merchant Ships at the

Start of Hostilities

VII) Convention relative to the Conversion of Merchant Ships into War-ships

VIII) Convention relative to the Laying of Automatic Submarine Contact

Mines

IX) Convention concerning Bombardment by Naval Forces in Time of War

X) Convention for the Adaptation to Maritime Warfare of the Principles of the

Geneva Convention (1906)30

XI) Convention relative to Certain Restrictions with regard to the Exercise of

the Right of Capture in Naval War

XII) Convention relative to the Establishment of an International Prize Court:

This convention would have established the International Prize Court for the

resolution of conflicting claims relating to captured ships during wartime. It is

the one convention that never came into force. It was ratified only by

Nicaragua.

XIII) Convention concerning the Rights and Duties of Neutral Powers in

Naval War

30 It was ratified by all major states except by Britain.
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XIV) Declaration Prohibiting the Discharge of Projectiles and Explosives

from Balloons

6.3. Kellogg–Briand Pact/Pact of Paris31

Officially the General Treaty for Renunciation of War as an Instrument of National

Policy. Signed on August 27th, 1928, and entered into force on July 24th, 1929. Is an

international agreement on peace in which signatory states promised not to use war to resolve

"disputes or conflicts of whatever nature or of whatever origin they may be, which may arise

among them". The treaty is utilized to penalize peace crimes, but it is not in compliance. The

pact was at first signed by Germany, France, and the United States, and later by other states32.

The Pact was frequently criticized for not accomplishing all of its goals because it was unable

to stop World War II. It does, however, have some success because it provides the legal bases

for the idea of a crime against peace, for which the leaders of the Axis were convicted and

executed at the Nuremberg Tribunal and Tokyo Tribunal.

6.4. Geneva Conventions I, II, III

6.4.1. Geneva Convention 1864

On the initiative of the Geneva Committee, the Swiss Federal Council invited all of the

European governments, along with a number of American States, to a diplomatic conference

to adopt a convention for the improvement of the condition of those who have been severely

injured in battle after the Geneva Conference of 1863 had been successfully concluded. From

August 8th to the 22nd, 1864, there were 16 states participating in the meeting. The Geneva

Committee that was presented to the conference was approved by the conference without

significant changes. The following are the key principles outlined in the Convention and

upheld by the subsequent Geneva Conventions:

- “A relief to the wounded without any distinction as to nationality;

- Neutrality (inviolability) of medical personnel and medical establishments and units;

- The distinctive sign of the red cross on a white ground.” (Treaties, States Parties,

and Commentaries - Geneva Convention, 1864, n.d.)

32 Signatory countries: Australia, Belgium, Canada, Czechoslovakia, France, Germany, India, Ireland, Italy,
Japan, New Zealand, Poland, South Africa, United Kingdom, United States, Afghanistan, Albania, Austria,
Bulgaria, China, Cuba, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Egypt, Estonia, Ethiopian Empire, Finland, Guatemala,
Hungary, Iceland, Latvia, Liberia, Lithuania, Netherlands, Nicaragua, Norway, Panama, Peru, Portugal,
Romania, Yugoslavia, Soviet Union,Thailand Siam, Spain, Sweden, Turkey.

31 Read full text in: https://avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/kbpact.asp
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6.4.2. Geneva Convention 1906

The Swiss government hosted this conference in 1906, and 35 countries participated. The

conference accepted the new Convention, which updated the 1864 convention in terms of

relations between the Contracting States, based on suggestions made by the International

Committee of the Red Cross.

With 33 articles divided into 8 chapters, the Convention of 1906 is more complete and

explicit in its vocabulary than the convention of 1864. New regulations were included,

regarding the interment of the deceased and the dissemination of information. For the first

time, the volunteer help organizations received explicit recognition. On the other hand,

provisions that had shown to be troublesome were changed. The rights of the locals to assist

the injured were reduced to more reasonable levels, and the need to repatriate injured people

who cannot continue serving their country was reduced to a minimal recommendation.

6.4.3. Geneva Convention 1929

The Hague Regulations of 1899 and 1907 contain provisions relating to the treatment of

prisoners of war. During World War I, they revealed a number of flaws, as well as a lack of

precision. Special agreements were signed between belligerents in Berne in 1917 and 1918,

helping to partially solve these flaws. A separate treaty on the treatment of prisoners of war

was requested by the Geneva-based International Red Cross in 1921. A draft agreement was

created by the International Committee of the Red Cross, and presented to the diplomatic

conference that was held in Geneva in 1929. The provisions of the Hague regulations are

simply completed by the Convention, not replaced.

6.5. Declaration of the Rights of Men and of the Citizen33

The Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen was approved by France's

National Constituent Assembly in 1789. The French Revolution produced this proclamation

of civic rights for people. It was a core element of the French Revolution's ideas, and it had a

significant influence on how people in Europe and around the world came to understand

individual liberty and democracy.

This document is composed of a preamble describing the fundamental aspects of the

rights which are qualified as being "natural, unalienable and sacred", and consisting of

"simple and incontestable principles" upon which citizens could base their demands. There

are 16 articles in this document. In the second article, "the natural and imprescriptible rights

33 Read full text in: https://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/rightsof.asp
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of man" are defined as "liberty, property, security, and resistance to oppression" (Declaration

of the Rights of Men and of the Citizen, 1789). By demanding an end to feudalism, tax

exemptions, freedom and equal rights for all men, as well as talent-based access to public

office, this document calls for the eradication of aristocratic privileges. All citizens were to

have the right to participate in the legislative process, and the monarchy was restricted.

Arbitrary arrests were forbidden, and press and speech freedoms were established. The

Declaration also proclaimed the principles of popular sovereignty, opposed to the divine right

of kings that characterized the French monarchy, and social equality among citizens,

eliminating the special rights of the nobility and clergy.

7. Organizations of interest

The following international organizations were intergovernmental organizations

specialized in certain topics, and were the most relevant before the creation of the UN. They

were linked to the League of Nations; however, during the creation of the United Nations,

they were transformed, and then  linked to the new organization.

7.1. Permanent Court of Arbitration

The Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA), also known as the World Court, was an

international court attached to the League of Nations. It was created in 1920, and in the next

20 years the Court heard a total of 29 cases and delivered 27 separate advisory opinions. With

the enhancement of international tensions in the 1930s, the Court became less used. And by a

resolution from the League of Nations on 18 April 1946, the Court disappeared, being

replaced by the International Court of Justice.

The Court's mandatory jurisdiction came from three different sources: the Optional

Clause34 of the League of Nations, general international conventions35 and special

international treaties. States could also submit cases directly, but they were not required to do

so unless the case fulfilled one of those three categories. The Court may publish advisory

opinions or rulings. However, unlike advisory opinions, judgments were directly binding.

35 There were approximately 30 international conventions under which the Court had similar jurisdiction,
including the Treaty of Versailles, the Air Navigation Convention, the Treaty of St. Germain and all mandates
signed by the League of Nations.

34 The Optional Clause was a clause attached to the protocol establishing the court and required all signatories to
refer certain classes of dispute to the court, with compulsory judgments resulting.
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7.2. The Health Organization

The diseases of concern for the International Sanitary Conferences (ISC) were broadened

from 1902 until the last one in 1938, and talks of treatments for typhoid, yellow fever,

brucellosis, leprosy, and tuberculosis were included. The Pan-American Sanitary Bureau

(1902) and the Office International d'Hygiène Publique (1907) were established shortly

afterward, in part due to the Conferences' results. The League of Nations Health Organization

was established when the League of Nations was founded in 1920.

7.3. International Commission on Intellectual Cooperation

The International Committee on Intellectual Cooperation was a League of Nations

advisory body that attempted to encourage cross-cultural dialogue among scientists,

researchers, educators, artists, and intellectuals.

7.3.1. The International Committee on Intellectual Cooperation (Geneva)

In August 1922, the International Committee for Intellectual Cooperation (ICIC) was

formally founded. Its membership, which initially consisted of 12 people, later increased to

19 people, mainly from Western Europe. Henri Bergson served as the moderator for the

inaugural meeting, which took place on August 1st, 1922. The committee attracted a number

of notable individuals throughout the course of its existence, including Jules Destrée, Marie

Curie, Albert Einstein, and Kristine Bonnevie.

In addition to working with individuals like Béla Bartók, Thomas Mann, Salvador de

Madariaga, and Paul Valéry, the CICI maintained a number of subcommittees (such as

Museums, Arts and Letters, Intellectual Rights, or Bibliography).

The CICI collaborated closely with the International Educational Cinematographic

Institute, which Mussolini's government of Italy established in Rome in 1928. The last

meeting was held in 1939.

7.3.2. The International Institute of Intellectual Cooperation (Paris)

With the purpose of assisting the efforts of the commission in Geneva, the organization

received in 1926 the offer of assistance from France, in order to create an executive branch in

Paris, the International Institute of Intellectual Cooperation (IIIC). The IIIC, however, was

nearly entirely funded by the French government, and it had an autonomous status. It kept in

touch with the League's members, who set up national commissions for intellectual

cooperation, choosing representatives to represent them at the Institute in Paris.

As a result of the Second World War, the Institute was closed from 1940 to 1944, and it

re-opened in 1945.
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7.4. International Labour Organization

The Constitution of the International Labour Organization (ILO)36 was drafted in early

1919 by the Labour Commission, chaired by Samuel Gompers, head of the American

Federation of Labour (AFL) in the United States, and it was created as part of the Treaty of

Versailles, in order to reflect the belief that universal and lasting peace can be accomplished

only if it is based on social justice. “Originally it was composed of representatives from nine

countries: Belgium, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, France, Italy, Japan, Poland, the United Kingdom

and the United States”.

The driving forces for the ILO's creation arose from security, humanitarian, political and

economic considerations. The founders of the ILO recognized the importance of social justice

in securing peace, against a background of the exploitation of workers in the industrializing

nations of that time. There was also an increasing understanding of the world's economic

interdependence, and the need for cooperation to obtain similarity of working conditions in

countries competing for markets.” (History of the ILO, 2019)
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